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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

 The Unified Water Label (UWL) Scheme for water using bathroom products meet the 

criteria elaborated by the European Commission in the Ecodesign Directive1 to 

recognise a self-regulatory / voluntary agreement measure.  

 

 According to the Ecodesign Directive, when the criteria listed in paragraph 2 of Article 

15 are met, a product shall be covered by an implementing act or self-regulation 

measure2. Voluntary agreements or other self-regulation measures presented as 

alternatives to implementing measures in the context of this Directive shall be assessed 

on that basis of Annex VIII3.  Industry’s self-regulation measures can be considered 

rather than mandatory implementing measures for those products whose action is likely 

to deliver the policy objectives faster or in a less costly manner than the latter4. 

 

 The UWL criteria for taps and showers aligns with the criteria for self-regulation 

measures of Article 15(2) of the Ecodesign Directive. Water using bathroom products, 

concentrating on, taps and showers represent a significant volume of sales within the 

Union (indicatively over 57 million units sold annually) and the Voluntary Agreement has 

a significant environmental impact.  Moreover, there is a significant potential to improve 

that environmental impact without excessive cost, considering the absence of other EU 

legislation, market failures and the wide disparity in the environmental performance of 

the products available on the market with equivalent functionality5. 

 

 Based on the preliminary assessment, UWL is aimed at delivering the Ecodesign policy 

objectives more quickly and at less expense than a mandatory agreement, and it brings 

an added value in terms of environment and energy consumption. Indeed, UWL would 

ensure water-savings, added value in terms of environment and energy consumption, 

protection of internal market, less administrative burdens for companies, more 

information for consumers when choosing their products, and added value in terms of 

the improved overall environmental performance of the products covered.  Indeed, the 

UWL also provides a wider criterion that includes all water using bathroom products.  

Thus, providing information for water and energy comparison across the full bathroom. 

 UWL complies with the criteria specified in Annex VIII to the Ecodesign Directive, which 

are: openness of participation, added value, representativeness, quantified and staged 

objectives, involvement of civil society, monitoring and reporting, cost-effectiveness of 

administrating a self-regulatory initiative, sustainability, and inceptive compatibility. 

 

 UWL proposal has been prepared following point 3 of the Annex of the European 

Commission Recommendation (EU) 2016/2125 that lays down the guidelines for self-

                                                           
1 DIRECTIVE 2009/125/EC OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL of 21 October 2009  
establishing a framework for the setting of ecodesign requirements for energy-related products (recast):  
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0125&from=EN 
2 Article 15(1) of the Ecodesign Directive. 
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0125&from=EN  
3 Article 17 of the Ecodesign Directive. 
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0125&from=EN  
4 Article 15(3) of the Ecodesign Directive. 
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0125&from=EN  
5 Article 15(2) (a) to (c) of the Ecodesign Directive.  
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0125&from=EN  
 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0125&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0125&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0125&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0125&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0125&from=EN
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regulation measures concluded by industry under the Annex VIII of the Ecodesign 

Directive6: 

 

1.1 Openness of participation:  

• The list of companies who are signatories to the Unified Water Label is attached 

to the proposal.  

• The scheme is available to any manufacture/agent placing product on the EU 

market, as a signal of the openness of the ability to participate. Additionally, 

UWL is seeking commitment letters to be able to more openly display that 

manufacturers are backing this process and committed to registering all 

relevant products over a two/three year period. 

 

1.2  Added value:  

• Section 31 provides a full explanation how the proposal will meet the 

Ecodesign/water efficiency objectives more quickly or at lesser expense than 

mandatory requirements. 

 

• The details about the review of all the essential elements, indicating a date or 

specific circumstances that trigger the review is reported in Section 26. 

 

1.3  Representativeness 

• The industry is aiming at reaching the 80 % coverage of units placed on the 

Union market during the next years. Annex 1 - Road Map provides more details 

on how UWL intends to reach the 80% over the course of the next years. 

 

• The definition of the relevant indicators to assess market coverage (objective, 

measurable and verifiable by an independent body) has commenced by RSM 

and fully expected by summer 2019. 

 
1.4  Quantified and staged objectives 

• Quantified objectives for water, energy saving and resource efficiency, staged 

in time if appropriate are reported in Sections 4/5/6/7/8. 

 

• The list of the types of products within the scope, definitions of these 

products, and list product types belonging to the product group falling within 

the scope of the self-regulation measure are reported in Section 10/11/12 

 

• The information requirements and the design of the products related to 

significant environmental impacts over the product life-cycle and aim at 

improving the environmental performance are reported in Sections 9/10/11/12. 

 

• Indicators and details on how to measure compliance with the requirements 

are reported in Sections 9/10/11/12. 

 

                                                           
6 COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONN (EU) 2016/2125 of 30.11.2016 on guidelines for self-regulation  
measures concluded by industry under Directive 2009/125/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council:  
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32016H2125&from=EN 
 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32016H2125&from=EN
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• The entry level functionality requirements and the commitment to include a 

functionality test, when the relevant standard will be approved, in the 

requirements for the water label are reported Sections 11 and 12.    

 A formal proposal will be made to CEN under their due process procedure to 

seek support for the development of a functionality Standard under the activity 

of CEN/TC 164/WG 8, upon the VA been awarded.  The UWL ensures 

functionality is currently addressed within the scheme utilising the suite of 

existing harmonised Standards as the base of the scheme criteria. 

 

1.5  Involvement of civil society 

• The Consultation Forum, which includes Member States’ representatives, 

industry, trade unions, traders, retailers, importers, environmental protection 

groups and consumer organisations, is intended to be regularly consulted. 

 

• The operational settings of a Steering Committee and information on structure 

and function are reported in Section 17, 18. 

 

• The website reporting all the information and documents of the voluntary 

agreement is reported in Section 17. 

 

1.6  Monitoring and reporting 

• An Independent Inspector, RSM, has been appointed with clear duties and 

responsibilities identified in Section 16 and contained in the Engagement letter 

as Annexe. 

 

• Details and procedures on compliance reporting by signatories, compliance 

verification, testing, inspections, reporting by Independent Inspector, and non-

compliance are reported in Section 16. 

 

1.7  Cost-effectiveness of administrating a self-regulatory initiative 

• Signatories commit to bear the costs related to the operational functioning of 

the Voluntary Agreement. 

 

1.8  Sustainability 

• The policy objectives of the voluntary agreement are to deliver added value in 

terms of water and energy consumption, improve the overall environmental 

performance of the products covered, ensure protection of the internal market, 

give more information to consumers when choosing their products, ensure less 

administrative burdens for companies. 

 

1.9  Inceptive compatibility 

• The voluntary agreement is consistent with the national schemes and national 

legislations, and it is coherent with Union legislation.  

 

The Guidelines also report that the European Commission will give priority to self-regulation 

measures for product groups that are included in the Ecodesign Working Plan foreseen in 

Article 16 of the Ecodesign Directive7.  The EC Communication on Ecodesign Working Plan 

                                                           
7 Point 2 of the Annex of the COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION (EU) 2016/2125 on guidelines for self- 
regulation measures concluded by industry. 
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32016H2125&from=EN  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32016H2125&from=EN
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2016-2019 includes Water-related products in the priority list of the product groups8.  UWL 

falls under the product group of Water-related products, therefore UWL can be considered as 

a valid alternative to an implementing measure.  

 

UWL also addresses the contribution to Circular economy that the VA would bring, particularly 

regarding the possibility to extend product lifetime, reusability, repairability, remanufacturing 

or recycling of the products and spare parts as indicated in the Ecodesign Working Plan 2016 

- 20199.  
 

1.10 Best of All Initiative 

 
 Many national labelling initiatives have been developed in the past 10-15 years to 

address efficiency of water and energy using bathroom products, of which the Swiss10 
and Swedish Energy labels11 together with the European Water Label12 and the 
Portuguese Anqip building label13 have come together to form the Unified Water Label 
for water using bathroom products. The European Water Label has been used as the 
base to build from. 

  
 A 2-year transition period has been entered to align Labels and bring databases 

together under one structure. 
  
 Taking the view that the EU consumer today lacks consistent information on the 

performance, water and energy consumption of these basic products, European and 
National Trade Bodies and existing National Schemes, representing many hundreds of 
manufacturers support the Unified Water Label14. 

  
 This proposal seeking a Voluntary Agreement is focussed on the tap and shower valve 

markets, that goes beyond these product ranges and extends the Label to other water 
using bathroom equipment. 

  

1.11 Scope 
 

 For the purposes of seeking a Voluntary Agreement ‘products’ relate to the European 
market for taps (including kitchen taps), shower valves and accessories such as 
shower handsets.   

  
 Excluded are bath taps with no shower diverter and behind the wall valves, which are 

required to aid water flow. 
  
 The Unified Water Label Scheme embraces 13 categories associated to water using 

bathroom products as defined within the technical criteria of the Scheme. The 

                                                           
8 Communication from the Commission on Ecodesign Working Plan 2016-2019, page 5  
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/documents/com_2016_773.en_.pdf  
9 Communication from the Commission on Ecodesign Working Plan 2016-2019, page 8  
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/documents/com_2016_773.en_.pdf  
10 https://www.bfe.admin.ch/bfe/de/home/effizienz/die-energieetikette.html  
11 http://www.energimyndigheten.se/en/sustainability/households/other-energy-consumption-in-your-

home/water-and-water-heater/energy-efficient-taps-and-shower-heads/ 
12 http://www.europeanwaterlabel.eu/  
13 https://anqip.pt/index.php/en/technical-committees/90-comissao-tecnica-0802  
14 http://www.europeanwaterlabel.eu/registeredcompanies.asp 
 

https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/documents/com_2016_773.en_.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/documents/com_2016_773.en_.pdf
https://www.bfe.admin.ch/bfe/de/home/effizienz/die-energieetikette.html
http://www.energimyndigheten.se/en/sustainability/households/other-energy-consumption-in-your-home/water-and-water-heater/energy-efficient-taps-and-shower-heads/
http://www.energimyndigheten.se/en/sustainability/households/other-energy-consumption-in-your-home/water-and-water-heater/energy-efficient-taps-and-shower-heads/
http://www.europeanwaterlabel.eu/
https://anqip.pt/index.php/en/technical-committees/90-comissao-tecnica-0802
http://www.europeanwaterlabel.eu/registeredcompanies.asp
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Voluntary Agreement proposal is sought for taps as defined above and shower valves, 
heads and shower systems.15 

 
1.12  Objectives and Characteristics 

 
 The Unified Water Label objective is to: 

• Inform European consumers on water and associated energy consumption of 
taps and showers used in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions. 

• Promote the use of water ‘efficient’ products and accessories. 

• Develop a simple classification scheme applicable throughout the EU, EFTA, 
EEA and bordering countries. 

• Set harmonised requirements while conforming to any legal National 
requirements. 

• Set a voluntary, cost-efficient and flexible tool which aims at monitoring and 
adapting to the market evolution of water ‘efficient’ products. 

• open to all bathroom products and accessory manufacturers placing their 
products on the EU, EFTA, EEA and bordering markets. 

• Harmonise existing Label schemes under the ‘Best of All’ approach. 
 

2. DEFINITIONS 

 
The following definitions are only relevant to Taps and Showers, not the full criteria of 
the Unified Water Label 

  
2.1 Shower Solution 
 Shower solutions shall be used to indicate the combination of a shower control (valve) 

complete with shower hose (flexible or rigid) and shower outlet (hand shower or fixed 
head). 

 
2.2 Shower Outlet 
 The term shower outlet will be used to describe any relevant hand shower or fixed 

head outlet (but not body or side jets as these types of sprays are not covered by this 
scheme). 

 
2.3 Fixed showerheads   
 According to EN 1112 chapter 4. 
 
2.4 Hand held showers   
  According to EN 1112 chapter 4. 
 
2.5 Flow Regulators 

A device which is fitted to or within sanitary tapware, often on the nozzle outlet to 
enable dynamic control of the delivered water flow rate. A distinction is made between: 
• flow rate regulators without air intake, when operating without aeration of the water; 

• flow rate regulators with air intake, when aeration of the water occurs. 
 
 
 

 

                                                           
15 http://www.europeanwaterlabel.eu/pdf/scheme-september2015-en.pdf  

http://www.europeanwaterlabel.eu/pdf/scheme-september2015-en.pdf
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3. ENVIRONMENTAL MODELLING 

 
 This section provides justification on the potential water and energy saving that the 

UWL can offer and compares to the findings of the MEErP Preparatory Study for Taps 
and Showers/Faucets published 2014 and reviewed in 201816.  

  
 The comparison study under taken by the European Bathroom Industry challenges the 

size of the market and the scope of products as identified within the MEErP Study for 
taps and showers. This proposal basis its findings on taps (including kitchen) and 
showering products, excludes bath taps and valves that aid water pressure, usually 
installed behind the wall.   

 Utilising the European Bathroom Forum (EBF) knowledge bank, expertise and a desk 
top study using published data Eurostat17, BRG18 reports and web site analysis.  The 
findings of which identifies that there are less products installed in the market by as 
much as 13%, indicating that the MEErP forecast on energy and water savings will be 
considerably lower.  No published data exists to verify either report, a desktop study by 
the EBF undertook a sample of homes for rent and for sale across EU 27 market from 
a wide portfolio of real-estate websites, that provided in-depth information on facilities 
available across a full demographic specification.  Intelligence gleaned from the 
European Bathroom Industry substantiated this data. 

 
 This report aims to provide evidence of potential water and energy saving of taps and 

showers within both the EU-28 and EU-27 (following UK exit from the EU).  Chart 1 
provides comparison on product in the market between Bathroom Industry findings 
and the MEErP Study19. 

 
 Due to lack of data Cyprus, Luxembourg, Malta and Slovenia markets are not 

included. 
 
 Chart 1 –PRODUCTS/POPULATION AND DWELLINGS IN THE EXISTING 

MARKET – WITH AND WITHOUT UK.  DATA SOURCE BRG/EUROSTAT 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

                                                           
16 MEErP Preparatory Study on Taps and Showers 2014  
http://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/bitstream/JRC92487/meerp_study_ts_final_draft_v2_codes.df 
17 Eurostat 
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/data/database 
18 BRG Building Solutions 2016  
BRG Building Solutions. 2016. Taps and Mixers/Faucets.  
19 MEErP Preparatory Study on Taps and Showers 2014  
http://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/bitstream/JRC92487/meerp_study_ts_final_draft_v2_codes.df  

 
    

EBF data MEErP data 

Products EU28 1,901,718,204 2,317,728,776 

  EU27 1,671,718,616 2,014,029,205 

Population  EU28 503,800,000 507,000,000 

  EU27 438,700,000 444,000,000 

Dwellings EU28 283,365,772 247,500,000 

  EU27 253,173,582 Not Declared  

http://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/bitstream/JRC92487/meerp_study_ts_final_draft_v2_codes.df
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/data/database
http://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/bitstream/JRC92487/meerp_study_ts_final_draft_v2_codes.df
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3.1  European Domestic Market 
 
 To quantify the market, use, product, population and dwelling type must be first 

identified. 
  
 The population trend in the EU is forecasting growth with the 4 largest areas; 

Germany, France, Italy and the UK having the largest population and accounts for over 
54% with a forecast of increasing by 2% over the period 2015/2020. 

 There are approximately 283,365,772 properties across EU28 of which 30,192,190 is 
related to the UK.  Of these properties over 13% are classified as vacant or second 
homes.  The UK accounts for 11% of all domestic dwellings across EU28.  

 
Chart 2 - DOMESTIC DWELLINGS ACROSS EU, HOUSES/ APARTMENTS/ 
SECOND HOMES AND VACANT 

    

  EU28 UK EU27 

Houses 126,471,526 22,855,770 103,615,756 

Apartments  120,342,567 5,361,230 114,981,337 

Second homes 20,063,399 1,410,850 18,652,549 

Vacant 16,488,280 564,340 15,923,940 

TOTAL 283,365,772 30,192,190 253,173,582 

  
 Germany has the largest population, followed by that of France, Italy and the UK the 

demand therefore within these countries for water and energy consuming products will 
be far greater than that of other countries with smaller populations. This is mirrored by 
the BRG20 report that states 50% of the market for taps and showers is Germany, 
France and UK. 

  
3.2  EU-27 after Brexit 

 
 In 2015 the UK populations was approximately 13% of the overall population of the EU 

as depicted in Chart 1. With the UK being recognised as one of the largest population 
sizes following Brexit conclusions this will significantly reduce the amount of water and 
energy consumption and potential savings. 

 
3.3 Dwellings 
 

 This report identifies the different dwelling types in the EU to allow for accurate 
assumptions of taps and showers within the existing domestic market. The dwellings 
shown in Chart 3; houses, apartments, second homes and vacant used within the 
research – source Eurostat21 and compared with Euroconstruct22 have similar 
configurations.  Chart 3 depicts the domestic dwelling split 

 Many Countries have a greater number of houses than apartments, increasing the 
number of products used within those buildings compared to those countries with a 
higher percentage of apartments such as Latvia with 28% of the dwellings as houses 

                                                           
20 BRG Building Solutions 2016  
BRG Building Solutions. 2016. Taps and Mixers/Faucets.  
21 Eurostat 
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/data/database 
22 Euroconstruct 
https://www.euroconstruct.org/ec/reports 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/data/database
https://www.euroconstruct.org/ec/reports
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and 72% apartments. Assumptions were made from Eurostat23 data that there was an 
increase in dwellings of around 1.37% from 2015-2020. 

 
 

Chart 3 – NUMBER OF DWELLINGS ACROSS EU28 

 
 
 

3.3.1 Dwellings after Brexit 
 

 Chart 4 depicts dwellings in both the EU-28 and EU-27 following the 
  conclusions of Brexit.  The UK has the fourth highest number of dwellings as shown in 

Chart 4. 
 

 Chart 4 – EU 28 AND FOLLOWING BREXIT EU 27  
 
 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
23 Eurostat 
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/data/database 
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4. PRODUCTS 
 

4.1 Existing market 
 
 The total amount of products (e.g. showers, taps) in the existing market has been 

calculated using the average number of products per dwelling type, dwelling types 
minus vacant and second homes and compared with the findings from the MEErP 
Study for Taps and Showers 201424 and 2018 review 25.  The findings of which are 
depicted on Chart 1 

 
4.1.1  Showers in Existing Market 
 

 According to the MEErP Preparatory Study on Taps and Showers/Faucets26 there are 
approximately 1.8 showers per households and 1.5 showers per apartments. By 
correlating this data with the number of dwellings the results are shown below in Chart 
5. However, from industry desktop research completed by the EBF it was found that 
there are 1.3 showers per household and 1.05 in apartments resulting in a decrease of 
29% of actual products in the marketplace as shown in Chart 5. 

 
Chart 5: EXISTING MARKET COMPARISON BETWEEN MEERUP STUDY AND EBF  

 DESKTOP STUDY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
4.1.2 Taps in the Existing Market 
 

 The MEErP Preparatory Study on Taps and Showers/Faucets27  states that there are 
approximately 5.5 taps per household and 4.5 taps per apartment.  The EBF desktop 
research identifies that there are far less products in the market due to a number of 
factors; households having no facilities, Lithuania has 30% of homes with no facilities, 
poor standards and less actual product installed; The EBF desktop study identified that 

                                                           
24 MEErP Preparatory Study on Taps and Showers 2014  
http://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/bitstream/JRC92487/meerp_study_ts_final_draft_v2_codes.df 
25 Follow-up of the MEErP Preparatory Study on Taps and Showers 2018  
http://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/taps_and_showers/docs/Follow_up_Taps_Showers_v1.8_clean.pdf 
26 MEErP Preparatory Study on Taps and Showers 2014  
http://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/bitstream/JRC92487/meerp_study_ts_final_draft_v2_codes.df 
27 MEErP Preparatory Study on Taps and Showers 2014  
http://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/bitstream/JRC92487/meerp_study_ts_final_draft_v2_codes.df 
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in Germany an apartment typically has 1 kitchen tap, 1 bathroom basin tap and 1 
shower, this is reflected in the BRG report28.  

 
  
Chart 6:  COMPARISON OF PRODUCT IN THE MARKET PLACE BETWEEN MEERP  

           STUDY AND EBF STUDY 

   Taps: Basin taps: Showers: 
Total Products  
Per Dwelling 

EU28 
Dwellings 

EU27 Dwellings 
   

EBF study 
Houses  1.1 2.42 1.3 4.8 

283,365,772 253,173,582 
Apartments 1 1.43 1.05 3.5 

MEErP Preparatory 
Study 

Houses 2 3.5 1.8 7.3 
247,500,000 Not Declared 

Apartments 1 1.5 1.5 4.0 

 
 The EBF assumes that the split contained within the MEErP Study29 between kitchen 

and basin taps is as above as only a collective 5.5 taps per household figure is 
reported. 

 
4.1.3  Summary 
 

 The number of taps (Kitchen and washbasin), showers within each country correlate to 
the population size and number of dwellings as shown in Chart 1. Average values 
were used based upon research from the MEErP Preparatory Study on Taps and 
Showers30 as shown within the tables above, the most abundant product is the basin 
tap. In 2015 there were approximately 1,106,798,508 million taps throughout EU-28.  
Comparing this to the EBF data which suggests that there were approximately 
808,235,374 million in the EU-28.  This represents a decrease of 27%. 

 Following the conclusions of Brexit the data is shown as: 
 MEErP Study 959,929,022 taps (Kitchen and basin) 
 EBF Study 709,789,083 taps (Kitchen and basin) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
28 BRG Building Solutions 2016  
BRG Building Solutions. 2016. Taps and Mixers/Faucets. 
29 MEErP Preparatory Study on Taps and Showers 2014  
http://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/bitstream/JRC92487/meerp_study_ts_final_draft_v2_codes.df 
30 MEErP Preparatory Study on Taps and Showers 2014  
http://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/bitstream/JRC92487/meerp_study_ts_final_draft_v2_codes.df 

http://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/bitstream/JRC92487/meerp_study_ts_final_draft_v2_codes.df
http://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/bitstream/JRC92487/meerp_study_ts_final_draft_v2_codes.df
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4.2 Average Use of Products 
 

 Chart 7 identifies use factors and total number of times per day products are used 
correlated with water consumed.  The use factor has been taken from Ecolabel for 
taps and showers31 base date and the flow rate taken from the Unified Water Label32. 

 
Chart 7:  AVERAGE CONSUMPTION USE AS IDENTIFIED BY EBF DESKTOP STUDY  

 
 

 
4.3 Products Sold 

 
 Chart 8 presents data findings from BRG Global Faucets Report 201633 (this report 

was purchased from BRG) that suggests that there was an average increase of 9% of 
products (Taps, Showers and mixers/faucets) sold from the year 2015-2020 in the EU-
28 – this will also include products not covered by the scope of this proposal. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
31 Ecotapware Task 2: Economic and market analysis Task 3 : User behaviour 

http://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ecotapware/docs/Task_2_&_3_Draft_Report.pdf 
32 European Water Label 
http://www.europeanwaterlabel.eu/ 
33 BRG Building Solutions 2016  
BRG Building Solutions. 2016. Taps and Mixers/Faucets 

Average Consumption of use as  
identified by the EBF Report:  Total: 

1 
appliance 

Number 
per 

House 

Total: 
1 

house 
1 day 

Number 
per 

Apartment 

Total: 
1 Apart 
1 day 

Total 1 
house 1 
day with 

2.5 
people 

Total 1 
Apart 1 

day with 
1.5 

people   

Average water: 
(l/min) 

Time 
(p/use) 

(minutes) 

Times  
(p/d) 

Basin tap: 8.93 0.25 15.00 33.48 2.42 81.03 1.43 47.88 2.50 1.50 

kitchen tap: 15.02 0.25 24.00 90.14 1.10 99.15 1.00 90.14 781.60 367.51 

Shower controls: 14.56 7.00 1.00 101.89 1.30 132.46 1.05 106.99   
TOTAL:            312.64   245.01   

Average Consumption of use as 
identified by the MEErP Study:  Total: 

1 
appliance 

Number 
per 

House 

Total: 
1 

house 
1 day 

Number 
per 

Apartment 

Total: 
1 Apart 
1 day 

Total 1 
house 

with 2.5 
people 
per day 

Total 1 
Apart 

with 1.5 
people 
per day   

Average water:  
(l/min) 

Time 
(p/use)  

(minutes) 

Times  
(p/d) 

Basin tap: 8.93 0.25 15.00 33.48 3.50 117.19 1.50 50.22 2.50 1.50 

kitchen tap: 15.02 0.25 24.00 90.14 2.00 180.28 1.00 90.14 1202.18 453.13 

Shower controls: 14.56 7.00 1.00 101.89 1.80 183.41 1.50 152.84   
TOTAL:           480.87   302.09   

http://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ecotapware/docs/Task_2_&_3_Draft_Report.pdf
http://www.europeanwaterlabel.eu/
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 Chart 8 – PRODUCTS SOLD ACROSS EU – Source BRG global Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

4.4  Desk Top Study 

 A desk top study was undertaken to sense check the calculations and data collected. 
The study was carried out using five of the largest countries in relation to population 
and dwellings, the countries researched were as follows, Spain, France, Germany, 
Italy and the United Kingdom, accounting for more than 50% of the EU population and 
products sold across EU28.  

 Within the countries five areas were chosen according to demographics and social 
structure, data was collected from houses and apartments as to offer a variation of 
different size dwellings. The data was collected in a tally form and included the number 
of taps, showers, washbasins, WC’s, baths and beds, averages were then taken from 
each category and country to offer a comparable set of results.  

5. WATER CONSUMPTION 

 
 The amount of water consumed within Europe continues to increase, with primary 

factors such as population growth, demand for water related products and climate 
change influencing this. The consumption of water used within the bathroom, 
cloakroom environments across Europe has been calculated by using base data as 
outlined in previous sections of this proposal.  

 
 Across EU28 there are many differing levels of water consumption that is not always 

associated with population, for instance; Germany has the largest population of EU28 
but France and the United Kingdom have a larger water consumption.  There are 
many factors that underpin this fact including type of dwelling as UK and France the 
domestic house dominates the market with 86% and 64% of the dwellings and 
households size containing on average 2.5 people, whereas in Germany apartments 
dominate the domestic landscape and household size is on average 2.0. 

 
 Chart 9 depicts litres of water used per day per country. This was calculated using, 

population data contained in the BRG Report 201634, by the number of products in the 

                                                           
34 BRG Building Solutions 2016  
BRG Building Solutions. 2016. Taps and Mixers/Faucets 
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market as identified in section 4 times by the use factor as contained in the Ecolabel 
study for taps and showers35. 

 
Chart 9: LITRES USED PER DAY PER COUNTRY BASED ON 2015 DATA 

The forecast of water liters used per day per country as identified in Chart 10 used BRG36 
forecast and sense checked using Eurostat37. 

 
Chart 10:  LITRES USED PER DAY PER COUNTRY  

 

                                                           
35 Ecotapware Task 2: Economic and market analysis Task 3: User behaviour 

http://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ecotapware/docs/Task_2_&_3_Draft_Report.pdf 
36 BRG Building Solutions 2016  
BRG Building Solutions. 2016. Taps and Mixers/Faucets. 
37 Eurostat 
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/data/database 
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Chart 11:  LITRES USED PER YEAR PER COUNTRY BASED ON 2015 DATA 

 
 
 
Chart 12:  LITRES USED PER YEAR PER COUNTRY FORECAST 2020 

 
 

5.1  Water Consumption after Brexit 

 The amount of water consumed by EU-27 after Brexit will reduce, as shown within 
charts 9-12.  Following the UK exit from EU28 water use will fall by 14% based on 
2015 figures and fall by 15% based on forecast 2020. 
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 Chart 13 provides comparison between EBF Study as described in previous 
sections of this proposal and data from the MEErP Study for Taps and Showers38. 

 
 Chart 13: COMPARISON DATA 

  
 
5.2 Water Projections 
 
 Chart 14 provides projections on water use for 2020, 2030 and 2035 and compares 

with the MEErP Study base data. 
  
 Chart 14:  FORECAST WATER USE 
  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

6. ENERGY CONSUMPTION 

 
 Water and energy are inextricably linked, therefore reducing water will reduce energy 

and save the user money from utility bills. The saving potential will differ and will rely 
heavily on product, population and use factors. Using the methodology found in the 
MEErP Study39, 58% was identified as the percentage of hot water used for taps and 
showers.  

 
 The overall energy usage of EU28 is calculated in Chart 15. The energy use has been 

calculated taking into account all factors researched throughout the report. The 
calculations were made for the total sum of energy produced by EU28 and EU27 
(following UK exit) by using the energy calculation identified in the Unified Water 
Label40 criteria and section 14.2 of this proposal.   

 Chart 15 depicts the collective energy use across EU28 for taps and showers using 
2015 data as identified throughout this proposal. 

 

                                                           
38 MEErP Preparatory Study on Taps and Showers 2014  
http://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/bitstream/JRC92487/meerp_study_ts_final_draft_v2_codes.df 
39 MEErP Preparatory Study on Taps and Showers 2014  
http://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/bitstream/JRC92487/meerp_study_ts_final_draft_v2_codes.df 
40 European Water Label 
http://www.europeanwaterlabel.eu/ 

2015 Results Litres Used Per Year EBF Data  Litres Used Per Year MEErP Data   

EU28 52,223,106,648,960 ↓ 74,813,433,708,089 ↓ 

EU27 44,983,564,774,037 14% 63,923,799,318,382 15% 

2020 Results Litres Used Per Year  Litres Used Per Year   

EU28 53,780,593,546,470 ↓ 77,085,957,168,085 ↓ 

EU27 45,950,948,318,522 15% 65,308,696,202,331 15% 

Water Consumption 
Projections 

Litres Used Per 
Year   

EU28 (2020) EBF 53,780,593,546,470 ↑ 

EU28 (2030/2035) EBF 56,444,972,473,875 5% 

 EU28 (2020) MEErP 77,085,957,168,085 ↑ 

EU28 (2030/2035) MEErP 80,904,922,083,375 5% 

http://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/bitstream/JRC92487/meerp_study_ts_final_draft_v2_codes.df
http://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/bitstream/JRC92487/meerp_study_ts_final_draft_v2_codes.df
http://www.europeanwaterlabel.eu/
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 Chart 15:  EU ENERGY USE 

EU28 (2015 Results) 

 
Baseline Scenario 

Hot water at the  
outlet (32-40°c) 

Shower control (M mᶟ/yr/%) 13,184 43% 

Washbasin (M mᶟ/yr/%) 7,098 23% 

Kitchen taps (M mᶟ/yr/%) 10,422 34% 

Total hot water demand in taps and showers  
(M mᶟ/yr) 

30,704 100% 

Total demand of water in taps and showers  
(M mᶟ/yr) 

52,938 
  

Hot water / Total (%) 58% 

  
 

Chart 16:  ENERGY USE EU27 

EU27 (2015 Results) 

 
Baseline Scenario 

Hot water at the  
outlet (32-40°c) 

Shower control (M mᶟ/yr/%) 11,356 43% 

Washbasin (M mᶟ/yr/%) 6,114 23% 

Kitchen taps (M mᶟ/yr/%) 8,978 34% 

Total hot water demand in taps and showers  
(M mᶟ/yr) 

26,448 100% 

Total demand of water in taps and showers  
(M mᶟ/yr) 

45,600 
  

Hot water / Total (%) 58% 

 
 

  

 
Chart 16 shows a decrease in EU 27 energy associated with taps and showers of 14%. 
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Chart 17: ENERGY USE PROJECTIONS 2020 AND 2030 FOR EU28 
 

 EU28 (2020 Projections) EU28 (2030 Projections) 

  
Baseline Scenario Baseline Scenario 

Hot water at the outlet 
(32-40°c) 

Hot water at the outlet  
(32-40°c) 

Showers (M mᶟ/yr/%) 13,577 43% 14,256 43% 

Washbasin (M mᶟ/yr/%) 7,309 23% 7,675 23% 

Kitchen taps (M mᶟ/yr/%) 10,733 34% 11,270 34% 

Total hot water demand in 
taps and showers 
(M mᶟ/yr) 

31,620 100% 33,201 100% 

Total demand of water in 
taps and showers 
(M mᶟ/yr) 

54,517 
  

57,243 
  

Hot water / Total (%) 58% 58% 

 
 
Chart 18: ENERGY PROJECTIONS FOR EU27 FOLLOWING UK EXIT FROM EU28 
 

 EU27 (2020 Projections) EU27 (2030 Projections) 

  
Baseline Scenario Baseline Scenario 

Hot water at the outlet 
(32-40°c) 

Hot water at the outlet  
(32-40°c) 

Showers (M mᶟ/yr/%) 11,601 43% 12,181 43% 

Washbasin (M mᶟ/yr/%) 6,245 23% 6,557 23% 

Kitchen taps (M mᶟ/yr/%) 9,171 34% 9,629 34% 

Total hot water demand in 
taps and showers 
(M mᶟ/yr) 

27,017 100% 28,367 100% 

Total demand of water in 
taps and showers 
(M mᶟ/yr) 

46,580 
  

48,909 
  

Hot water / Total (%) 58% 58% 

 
Chart 19:  COMPARISON ON EU28 AND EU27 ENERGY USE PER PERSON 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calculated Energy Usage Per Person Per Annum 

  2015 (kWh) 2020 (kWh Projections) 2030 (kWh Projections) 

EU-28 132,995,415,389,270 134,816,908,771,933 141,557,754,210,530 

EU-27 115,810,021,300,660 117,024,350,222,436 122,875,567,733,558 
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6.1 Best/Worst Case Scenarios 

 
 Charts 20-23 provide energy use associated with taps and shows on two scenario 

basis – worst/best cases.  Using scenarios from the MEErP Preparatory Study on 
Taps and Showers/Faucets41 as the base ‘hot water demand at the outlet of taps and 
showers is considered to represent 55-62% of the total water use in product’. Product 
hot water consumption was identified using the corresponding percentage with the 
total hot water demand in taps and shower as shown in charts 20-23. 

 
 Chart 20: EU 28 COMPARISON WORST AND BEST CASE SCENARIOS 
 
 

EU28 (2015) 

  
Hot water at the outlet (32-40°c) 

Best Scenario Worst Scenario 

Shower control (M mᶟ/yr/%) 9,127 43% 19,306 43% 

Washbasin (M mᶟ/yr/%) 4,913 23% 10,393 23% 

Kitchen taps (M mᶟ/yr/%) 7,215 34% 15,262 34% 

Total hot water demand in  
taps and showers (M mᶟ/yr) 

21,255 100% 44,961 100% 

Total demand of water in  
taps and showers (M mᶟ/yr) 

38,645   72,518 

  
Hot water / Total (%) 55% 

  
62% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
41 MEErP Preparatory Study on Taps and Showers 2014  
http://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/bitstream/JRC92487/meerp_study_ts_final_draft_v2_codes.df 

http://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/bitstream/JRC92487/meerp_study_ts_final_draft_v2_codes.df
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Chart 21: WORST AND BEST CASE SCENARIOS FOLLOWING UK EXIT FROM EU28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chart 22:  FORECAST PROJECTIONS ON ENERGY FOR EU28 – 2020 AND 2030 
 
 
 
 

  

 Hot water at the outlet (32-40°c) Hot water at the outlet (32-40°c) 

Best Scenario Worst Scenario Best Scenario Worst Scenario 

Shower control  
(M mᶟ/yr/%) 

9,399 43% 19,306 43% 9,869 43% 20,876 43% 

Washbasin  
(M mᶟ/yr/%) 

5,060 23% 10,393 23% 5,313 23% 11,239 23% 

Kitchen taps  
(M mᶟ/yr/%) 

7,430 34% 15,262 34% 7,802 34% 16,503 34% 

Total hot water  
demand in taps and  
showers (M mᶟ/yr) 

21,889 100% 46,302 100% 22,983 100% 48,617 100% 

Total demand of  
water in taps and  
showers (M mᶟ/yr) 

39,798  74,681  41,788  78,415  

Hot water / Total (%) 55%  62% 55%  62% 

EU27 (2015) 

  
Hot water at the outlet (32-40°c) 

Best Scenario Worst Scenario 

Shower control (M mᶟ/yr/%) 7,861 43% 16,630 43% 

Washbasin (M mᶟ/yr/%) 4,232 23% 8,953 23% 

Kitchen taps (M mᶟ/yr/%) 6,215 34% 13,146 34% 

Total hot water demand in taps and  
showers (M mᶟ/yr) 

18,308 100% 38,729 100% 

Total demand of water in taps and  
showers (M mᶟ/yr) 

33,288   62,465 

  Hot water / Total (%) 55%   62% 
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Chart 23:  FORECAST PROJECTIONS ON ENERGY USE FOR EU27 FOLLOWING UK 
EXIT 

 

 
 

7. WATER AND ENERGY SAVING POTENTIAL 

 
 Potential water and energy saving is calculated using the consumption shown in charts 

20-23 and using base data as identified throughout this proposal.  Four scenarios have 
been identified on forecasted consumption for water and energy.  

  
 The four scenarios were taken from the EBF 2019 road Map which is annexed to this 

proposal.  The 4 scenarios are based on market penetration and growth of the Unified 
Water Label42 as shown in Chart 24. 

   
 The base scenario uses the currently forecasted market coverage of 62% - verification 

of actual market coverage is currently being determined by an Independent Auditor. 
 
 Chart 24 – UNIFIED WATER LABEL ROAD MAP SCENARIOS 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
42 European Water Label 
http://www.europeanwaterlabel.eu/ 

 EU27 (2020) EU27 (2030) 

  
Hot water at the outlet (32-40°c) Hot water at the outlet (32-40°c) 

Best Scenario Worst Scenario Best Scenario Worst Scenario 

Shower control 
 (M mᶟ/yr/%) 

8,030 43% 16,987 
43% 

8,432 43% 17,837 
43% 

Washbasin 
 (M mᶟ/yr/%) 

4,323 23% 9,145 
23% 

4,539 23% 9,602 
23% 

Kitchen taps (M mᶟ/yr/%) 6,348 34% 13,429 34% 6,666 34% 14,100 34% 

Total hot water demand 
in taps and 
showers (M 
mᶟ/yr) 

18,702 100% 39,561 100% 19,637 100% 41,540 100% 

Total demand of water 
in taps and 
showers (M 
mᶟ/yr) 

34,004   63,809 

  

35,704   66,999 

  Hot water / Total (%) 55%   62% 55%   62% 

Base line 62% Current  

Scenario 1   68% 6% 

Scenario 2  73% 11% 

Scenario 3  78% 16% 

scenario 4 83% 21% 

http://www.europeanwaterlabel.eu/


25 
 

 The scenarios follow the road map projections on growth and market penetration. 
 Charts 25 and 26 depict this.  

 
Chart 25:  WATER SAVING POTENTIAL 

 

 
 
 
Chart 26: ENERGY SAVING POTENTIAL 
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8. CONCLUSIONS ON ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
 
 The Unified Water Label43 on the forecasted growth as contained within the Unified 

Water Label 3 Year Transition Road Map – achieving market coverage, predicts that 
water and energy savings will increase as the Label improves market coverage and 
visibility. 

 Overall, the maximum saving potential currently forecasted over a 5 step change in 
Label growth has the potential to see a 21% decrease in water and energy 
consumption as stated within charts 25 and 26.   Forecast growth of thermostatic taps 
and showers as indicated within the BRG report 201644 will also have an impact on 
energy savings as majority of products will be pre-set at temperatures relating to the 
market sector being sold. 

 Once the Unified Water Label Independent Inspector has verified base data then the 
energy and water savings calculations can be reassessed. 

 
9 THE SCHEME 

 
9.1 This Scheme sets the principles which all signatories commit to follow while supplying 

products and accessories (as defined under Section 2 Definitions) on the EU, EFTA, 
EEA and bordering countries. The manufacturers and signatories of this Scheme 
recognise that: 

• Water is an essential natural resource which must be preserved. 

• Water ‘efficient’ using products can help mitigate water and energy consumption 
while maintaining safety, comfort and delivering no less performance 

• Product criteria has been set to guarantee fair, simple information for the user. 
 
9.2 The manufacturers and sellers of bathroom products, bathroom accessories and 

kitchen taps joining this Scheme commit to: 

• Engaging with all aspects of the Scheme to save water and energy, thereby 
protecting the environment and aiding the reduction of costs for the end user 

• Commit to registering all relevant products onto the Scheme 

• Promote the Scheme by informing the users about the water consumption of these 
products, via visibility of the Label and supporting marketing material 

• Further developing the voluntary, simple and common classification Scheme  

• Invite all interested stakeholders trading in the market to join the Scheme 

• Cooperate with the competent bodies and other interested parties to optimise 
information and promote the Scheme widely in all relevant countries. 

 
 The signatories of this Scheme are expected to meet the requirements of the Scheme 
 The signatories commit themselves to: 

• Label all registered products via a combination of websites, online literature, 
product literature, instruction booklets, product and packaging for which the 
signatory has applied and been granted labelling authorisation.  

• Meet National legal requirements where the product is marketed. 

• Raise awareness about the water and energy efficiency of these products assisted 
by the Unified Water Label. 

• Cooperate with the Unified Water Label operator for the annual auditing process 
and the monitoring report on the progress of implementation of the Scheme  

 

                                                           
43 European Water Label 
http://www.europeanwaterlabel.eu/ 
44 BRG Building Solutions 2016  
BRG Building Solutions. 2016. Taps and Mixers/Faucets. 

http://www.europeanwaterlabel.eu/
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9.3 This Scheme and label aim at simplicity and efficiency. It concentrates on the water 
and associated energy savings. 

 The use of products in the water distribution system should suitably be combined with 
water quality and hygiene requirements. Advice and assistance of a local professional 
installer should be sought to ensure that the complete water system conforms to 
applicable regulations and is installed for optimal performance in terms of comfort, 
water and energy efficiency. 

 
10. COMMITMENTS – TECHNICAL CRITERIA AND SPECIFICATIONS 
 
10.1 General  
 
 The Unified Water Label (UWL) lists the maximum flow or flush volume for registration 

into the scheme. Therefore, product performance tolerances can be no more than the 
stated performance. 

 
 Products submitted for approval will comply with all relevant National Regulatory 

requirements of the country of intended destination.  
 
 Devices used to measure distance, flow rate, volume and pressure shall have 

calibration records that are traceable to National Standards. 
 
 Measurement equipment must be calibrated to National Standards. 
 
 For purposes of testing cold water recommended temp (10-15 degrees Celsius) (Hot 

water +50 degrees +/-1) 
 
11. SHOWERS GUIDE TO TESTING 

 
11.1 General 

  
 Shower Solutions 

 
 Shower solutions shall be used to indicate the combination of a shower control (valve) 

complete with shower hose (flexible or rigid) and shower outlet (hand shower or fixed 
head). 

 
 Mixer Showers 

 
 Mixer Showers are complex products. Manufacturers follow differing philosophies 

concerning methods of controlling flow rates. Most commonly, these include specifying 
limitations on the supply pressures, or the incorporation of flow limiting devices which 
can be located either in the mixer shower itself – or in the shower hose/outlet or 
handset. 

 
 In all cases The Scheme tests are to determine the maximum available flow rate that 

can be delivered to the end user and functional testing to ensure that the end user can 
be satisfied by performance characteristics of the product.   

 
 The maximum available flow rate is the flow rate that can be delivered to the end user 

at a test reference pressure (see testing criteria) with all available outlets open and in 
the most ‘free flowing’ position.  I.e. any other configuration of water flow settings will 
deliver a lower flow rate to the end user (with the exception of specific configurations – 
e.g. products with a water break.) 
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Shower Outlets 
 
Shower outlets can also be complex products and as one of the most often updated 
products this scheme allows for the listing of these products in their own category. 
Products may be single spray or multi-mode products and indeed be suitable for a 
range of operating pressures with the inclusion or removal of flow regulators to help 
modify the performance of the product to satisfy the end user. 

 
Additionally, products may also be intended to be of the fixed head type (most often 
connected by a rigid pipe conveying the water to the product or the hand shower type 
(most often connected by a flexible shower hose). In all cases The Scheme tests are 
to determine the maximum available flow rate that can be delivered to the end user 
and functional testing to ensure that the end user can be satisfied by performance 
characteristics of the product.  
 

11.2 Mixer Showers 

 
11.2.1 Scope and Objectives 

 
All mixer showers that deliver water at a single showering position under pressures up 
to the maximum operating pressure specified by the original manufacturer - or in the 
case of no maximum being specified, at pressures up to and including 3.0 -0/+0.2 bar. 
 
Mixer Showers may consist of various configurations as supplied to the market and 
shall be tested accordingly: - 
 
A mixing valve, tested with supplied hose (or rigid riser) and outlet(s); 
A bath tub/shower mixer (shower outlet only): - 
 

• tested with supplied hose (or rigid riser) and outlet(s). 

• bath filling outlet not tested 
 

11.2.2 General Requirements 
 
Shower solutions and mixer showers must meet the three requirements: 

• Maximum available flow rate 

• Pressure independency (where applicable – products delivering ≤ 8.0 l/m) 

• Spray coverage 
 
If the showerhead has more than one mode, at least one of the modes, as specified by 
the manufacturer, must meet all the requirements outlined in this specification for 
pressure independency and spray coverage while the maximum available flow may 
require a different mode. 
 
Where the shower Solution has the potential to be installed on both high and low 
pressure installations the product shall be provided with suitable instructions directing 
the installer on how to install correctly to achieve the rated flow. 
 
If so desired, the manufacturer can choose to list the product for both high and low 
pressure setting on the scheme website 
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11.2.3 Test Apparatus 

 
Use for all tests a test apparatus according EN 1111 and/or EN 1287 chapter 13.2 and 
Annex A3 of the standards which can deliver the pressures and tolerances given and 
the addition of the manufacturer supplied flexible hose/rigid riser and shower outlet. 

 
11.2.4 Functional Tests 

 
These tests are used to determine the performance characteristics of the 
shower solution. Ongoing technical discussions to improve this test will 
continue. 
 

11.2.5 Flow rate testing  

 
Procedure for shower controls  
 

In the case of mixer showers not limited to low pressure applications only - the 
dedicated shower hose (or rigid riser) and dedicated shower outlet shall be 
attached and the range of test pressures applicable to the product shall be 
applied; 
 

 In the case of mixer showers designed for low pressure applications only, the 
dedicated shower hose(s)/outlet(s) specified by the manufacturer shall be attached 
and the maximum pressure specified by the manufacturer shall be applied; 

 In the case of Bath tub /Shower combination tap assemblies, only the flow rate to 
shower is measured; 

In the case where multiple shower outlets can be open at the same time, the 
maximum flow rate shall be recorded as a combination of all available 
simultaneous flow rates.  
 
Connect the mixing valve to the apparatus specified above: 
 
Fully open the flow control. 

 
For mixer showers that are not limited to low pressure applications only - apply a (3 -
0/+ 0.2 bar) pressure to both the hot and the cold inlets,  

 
In the case of mixer showers that are limited to low pressure applications only – apply 
a 0.2 -0/+0.02 bar pressure to both the hot and the cold inlets.   
 
Position the shower outlet 100cm +5/-0cm above the shower control to mirror actual 
world scenario of 1 m head (.1bar) at the shower outlet. For products designed for low 
pressure applications only, testing at 0.1 bar at the shower outlet already confirms the 
performance at the worst case scenario.    
 
In the case of mixer showers that are designed to be used at high and low pressure 
applications, the product should at the least be rated at the pressure setting for which 
the product is set when it leaves the factory i.e. the as delivered state.  Alternatively, 
the product can be rated for both high and low pressure (type 1 and type 2) and be 
listed twice. 
 
Adjust the mixed water temperature to 38 ± 1 ˚C. 
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Under steady and constant flow conditions measure and record the mixed water flow 
rate. 
 
Where products record a maximum available flow rate value at 3 -0/+0.2 bar that 
would place the product listing in one of the two most efficient flow bands i.e. 8 l/min or 
less, the flow rate needs to be additionally verified at 1.5 -0/+ 0.2 bar and for type 1 
(high pressure) applications 

 

System Pressure 

Type 1 

(0,15 + 0,02) MPa [(1,5 + 0,2) 
bar]*  

(0,3 + 0,02) MPa [(3,0 + 0,2) 
bar] 

Type 2 
(0,02 + 0,002) MPa [(0.2 + 0.02) 

bar]a 
 

Table 1: Flow rate pressures 

*Refer to pressure independency test only 

Pressure supplied to the shower control – pressure at the outlet will be 0.1 bar 
 

11.2.6 Requirements – maximum available flow rate 
 
The flow rate shall be recorded at the standard reference pressure 3 -0/+ 0.2 bar (or 
0.1 -0/+0.02 as appropriate). This is the flow rate that shall be listed on the labelling 
scheme. 
 
Where the flow rate at the reference pressure 3 -0/+ 0.2 bar is ≤ 8.0 l/min 
The flow rate at the lower pressure 1.5 -0/+ 0.2 bar shall be ≥ 60 % of the maximum 
available flow rate; 

 
11.2.7 Scheme Rating Value 

 
Products will be rated as per the table below according to their maximum recorded 
flow rate recorded to 1 decimal place. 
 

 
Flow Rate 

(Litres per Minute) 

 
Table 2: Flow Rate 

≤6.0 L/min 

≤8.0 L/min 
 

≤10.0 L/min 
 

≤13.0 L/min 
 

>13.0 L/min 
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11.2.8 Use of Flow Regulators 
 

 Where products are supplied with one or more flow regulator ‘in the box’ then the 
product can be tested and listed as a low-pressure product with testing conducted at 
the appropriate declared maximum working pressure (or 0.1 bar); or the product is 
tested and listed as if the flow regulators were fitted to the product. 
Where this is the case suitable instructions in the installation guide must be included to 
ensure that the configuration that is listed on the scheme is adequately described to 
enable the declared flow rate to be achieved  
 
Testing with a dedicated shower hose and dedicated shower outlet means that in the 
event of a shower hose or shower outlet having to be replaced, the components must 
be replaced on a like for like basis.  Failure to do so may create a safety hazard and 
the requirements of the scheme may no longer be satisfied - and listing invalidated.  
This must be made clear within the installation and maintenance instructions. 

 
11.2.9 Pressure independency 

 
Requirements  

 
For type 1 products rated at 3.0 bar delivering 8.0 l/min or less, the lowest flow rate 
shall not be less than 60 % of the maximum flow rate. 
 
Further discussions will take place during a 2 year transition on pressure 
independency to verify the metrics. 

 
Spray Coverage  

 
Test – Apparatus 

 
Additionally, to the test apparatus described above, use the annular ring test setup 
shown in Figure 1 and Figure 2 on Pages 35 – 36. 
 
Note: - The mode used for this test may be selected by the manufacturer and may be 
different to that used to determine the maximum available flow rate but must be the 
same as that used to determine the spray coverage. 

 
Test Procedure 

 
Mount the showerhead so the faceplate is horizontal and parallel with the top surface 
of the annular rings.  
 
Position the annular rings underneath the showerhead so the centre line of the 
faceplate and the centre ring are in vertical alignment and the top of the annular gauge 
is (457 ± 6mm) from the faceplate (see Figure 2 – page 36).  
 
Initiate the flow of water with a pressure suitable for the rating of the product i.e. 3,0 + 
0,2 bar for type 1 products and 0.1 + 0.02 bar for type 2 products 

 
 Allow the water to flow through the showerhead and into the annular rings for (60 +10) 

s, if one of the rings is completely filled prior to the end of the time period then stop the 
flow.  
Collect, measure, and record the volume of water in each annular ring.  
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Determine the total volume collected in all rings.  
 
Calculate and record the percentage of the total recorded volume collected in each 
ring.  
 
Requirements 

 
 The total combined maximum volume of water collected in the 2 inner annular rings 

shall not exceed 75 % of the total volume of water collected, and;  
 The total combined minimum volume of water collected in the 3 inner annular rings 

shall not be less than 25 % of the total volume of water collected.  

 
11.3 Shower Outlets 

 
 Scope and Objective  

This specification establishes the criteria for showerheads labelled under the Unified 
Water Label Scheme. 
 

11.3.1 General Requirements  
 
Showerheads have three additional functional test requirements: - 
 

• Maximum available flow rate 

• Pressure independency (where applicable – products delivering ≤ 8.0 l/m) 

• Spray coverage  
 
If the showerhead has more than one mode, at least one of the modes, as specified by 
the manufacturer, must meet all the requirements outlined in this specification for 
pressure independency and spray coverage while the maximum available flow may 
require a different mode. 
 
Where the shower Solution has the potential to be installed on high and low pressure 
installations the product shall be provided with suitable instructions directing the 
installer on how to install correctly to achieve the rated flow. 
 
If so desired, the manufacturer can choose to list the product for both high and low 
pressure setting on the scheme website 
 

 Test apparatus 
 
Use for all tests a test apparatus according EN 1112 chapter 11.2 of the standard, 
which can deliver the pressures and tolerances given in Table 3 below. 

 
11.3.2 Functional tests 

 
As defined below in sub-categories 11.3.3 – 11.3.8.  
 

11.3.3 Flow rate testing 
 
These tests are used to determine the performance characteristics of the showerhead. 
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Procedure  

 
 Connect the shower outlet to the apparatus specified above: 
 Perform flow rate test according EN 1112 chapter 11.2 of the standard at the given 

pressures in Table 3 below, record the flow rates:  
 If the showerhead has more than one mode, the mode with the highest flow rate is 

used to determine the flow rate. 
 

System Pressure 

Type 1 

*(0,15 + 0,02) MPa 
[(1,5 + 0,2) bar] 

(0,3 + 0,02) MPa 
[(3,0 + 0,2) bar] 

Type 2 
(0,01 + 0,002) MPa 

[(0.1 + 0.02) 
bar] 

*refer to pressure independency 
 
 

Table 3: Flow rate pressures 
 
 

Requirements – maximum available flow rate 

 
The flow rate shall be recorded at the standard reference pressure 3 -0/+ 0.2 bar (or 
0.1 -0/+0.02 as appropriate).  This is the flow rate that shall be listed on the labelling 
scheme. 

 
11.3.4 Scheme Rating Value 

 
 Products will be rated as per the table below according to their maximum recorded 

flow rate recorded to 1 decimal place. 
Flow Rate 

(Litres per Minutes) 

Table 4: Flow rate pressures Shower Outlets 

 

 
 

≤6.0 L/min 

≤8.0 L/min 

≤10.0 L/min 
 

≤13.0 L/min 
 

>13.0 L/min 
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11.3.5 Use of Flow Regulators 

 
 Where products are supplied with one or more flow regulator ‘in the box’ then the 

product can be tested and listed as a low pressure product with testing conducted at 
the appropriate declared maximum working pressure (or 0.1 bar); or the product is 
tested and listed as if the flow regulators were fitted to the product. 
   

 Where this is the case suitable instructions in the installation guide must be included to 
ensure that the configuration that is listed on the scheme is adequately described to 
enable the declared flow rate to be achieved. 

 
11.3.6 Pressure independency 

 
Requirements 

  
 The lowest flow rate shall not be less than 60 % of the maximum flow rate. 
 Where the flow rate at the reference pressure 3 -0/+ 0.2 bar is ≤ 8.0 l/min 

the flow rate at the lower pressure 1.5 -0/+ 0.2 bar shall be ≥ 60 % of the maximum 
available flow rate. 
 

11.3.7 Spray Coverage Test   
 
Apparatus 

 
 Additionally, to the test apparatus described above, use the annular ring test setup 

shown in Figure 1 and Figure 2 on Pages 35 – 36. 
  
 Test Procedure 

 
Mount the showerhead so the faceplate is horizontal and parallel with the top surface 
of the annular rings.  
 
Position the annular rings underneath the showerhead so the centre line of the 
faceplate and the centre ring are in vertical alignment and the top of the annular gauge 
is (457 ± 6mm) from the faceplate (see Figure 2).  
 
Initiate the flow of water with a pressure suitable for the rating of the product i.e. 3,0 + 
0,2 bar for type 1 products and 0.1 + 0.02 bar. 
 
Allow the water to flow through the showerhead and into the annular rings for (60 +10) 
secs, if one of the rings is completely filled prior to the end of the time period then stop 
the flow.  
 

 Collect, measure, and record the volume of water in each annular ring.  
Determine the total volume collected in all rings.  
 
Calculate and record the percentage of the total recorded volume collected in each 
ring.  
 
Evaluate and verify that the spray coverage meets the requirements. 
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Requirements 

 
 The total combined maximum volume of water collected in the 2 inner annular rings 

shall not exceed 75 % of the total volume of water collected, and;  
 The total combined minimum volume of water collected in the 3 inner annular rings 

shall not be less than 25 % of the total volume of water collected. 
 

11.3.8 Annular Ring Test Equipment 

 
 This defines the important measurements of the annular ring. The red dashed lines 

within the annular ring shows optional additional rings. 

 
Figure 1: Annual ring specification dimension in inches and mm (in brackets) 
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Figure 2 Spray Coverage Test Setup 

Notes:  
1. All dimensions in inches. (mm)  
2. Tolerance: ± 0.06 in. (1.6 mm)  
3. Suggested Material: (0.03 in. [0.75 mm]) 304 Stainless Steel  
4. 8 in. – 18 in. Rings Optional (Shown as red dotted lines)  

 
 Additionally, to the test apparatus described above, use the annular ring test setup 

shown in Figure 1 and Figure 2.  
Note: - The mode used for this test may be selected by the manufacturer and may be different 

to that used to determine the maximum available flow rate but must be the same as 
that used to determine the spray coverage. 

 
12 TAPS  
 
12.1  General 

 
 Taps are available in many configurations from pillar taps which are designed to 

deliver either a hot or cold supply only to mechanical and thermostatic products that 
are designed to deliver a blend of hot and cold water through the same outlet or 
divided flow type outlet. Taps can be manually opening and closing or self-closing via 
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mechanical or electronic means. They can be typically installed to deliver water to 
washbasins, bidets or kitchen sinks.   

 This scheme does not cover rating of taps or outlets that are designed only to deliver 
e.g. filtered, purified or ‘boiling’ water etc. for the specific use of making drinks.  Also 
note that these products may also have legislation covering the efficiency of the 
energy use of these products. 

 Automatic valves which allow water to be drawn off for use may be of a type that is: 
 

• Manually opened, but which closes automatically giving a set period of flow. The 
period of flow may be adjustable at the time of installation. 
 

• Electronically opened and closed valves actuated by a system that detects the 
presence of a user.   Such systems may be of touch, or touch less (hands free) 
operation.  The period of flow may be pre-set at the time of installation, or constant, 
whilst user presence is detected. 

 
 In the case of combination tap assemblies, each side of the fitting shall be fully open 

and the maximum available flow from the outlet shall be measured. 
 Note: In the case of taps (all types) and combination tap assemblies supplied with 

interchangeable outlets: 
 
 Compliance with the Scheme’s requirements is based upon the ‘as approved’ 

specification. The manufacturer shall clarify in installation instructions whether the 
Scheme’s criteria is invalidated if an alternative outlet is fitted e.g. Scheme compliant 
as approved - with aerator fitted, but approval invalidated if a flow regulated aerator is 
fitted or removed.  

 This Scheme does not cover taps intended to be used to fill bath tubs.  
 Taps have two functional test requirements: - 

• Maximum available flow rate 

• Pressure independency 
 

 Where Taps have the potential to be installed on high and low pressure installations 
the product shall be provided with suitable instructions directing the user to an 
alternative water-use setting where this is appropriate to do so e.g. the removal or 
fitting of suitable flow rate regulators. Any instruction related to the maintenance of the 
product, including cleaning of components, shall direct the user on how to return the 
product to its intended flow rate. 

 If so desired, the manufacturer can choose to list the product for both high and low 
pressure setting on the scheme website 

 
12.2  Test Apparatus 

 
 A suitable supply system capable of delivering cold water at a dynamic pressure of 3 - 

0/+0.2 bar for the duration of the test. 
 
 Suitable apparatus is described in clause 10.2.2 of EN 200 – with the exceptions that 

pressure gauges may be substituted for manometers and the cold water supply 
system shall be capable of delivering the pressure specified above for the duration of 
the test. 
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12.3  Functional Tests 

 
12.3.1 Flow Rate Test  

Procedure  
 
The procedure described in clause 10.2.3 of EN 200: shall be followed, with the 
exceptions that: 

 

• For taps that are not limited to low pressure applications only - apply a  

• 3 -0/+ 0.2 bar pressure to both the hot and the cold inlets, alternatively; 

• In the case of taps that are limited to low pressure applications only – apply 
 a 0.4 -0/+0.02 bar pressure to both the hot and the cold inlets. 
 
Fully open the flow control   
 
The pressure shall be applied gradually. 
 
Note: For combination taps with divided outlet (mains fed on cold inlet) it is 
essential that such taps are connected to mains water supply capable of 
maintaining a minimum flow pressure of 0.4 bar through the cold side. 
 
The flow rate under stable and continuous flow conditions shall be recorded. 
 
In the two lowest efficiency bands it will be necessary to repeat the testing at 1.5 
bar of supply pressures for the appropriate product type –  
see table 5. 

 
 Requirement  

 
 The flow rate shall be recorded at the standard reference pressure 3 -0/+ 0.2 bar (or 

0.1 -0/+0.02 as appropriate).  This is the flow rate that shall be listed on the labelling 
scheme. 

 
 

System Pressure 

Type 1 

*(0,15 + 0,02) MPa [(1,5 + 0,2) bar] 

(0,3 + 0,02) MPa [(3,0 + 0,2) bar] 

Type 2 (0,01 + 0,002) MPa [(0.1 + 0.02) bar] 

*refer to pressure independency 
    

Table 5: Flow rate pressures 
12.4  Scheme Rating Value 

 
 The flow rate shall be recorded as a ‘flow to sink’, ‘flow to basin’ or ‘flow to bidet’ 

expression i.e. for combination tap assemblies the maximum flow rate available and 
for pillar taps the maximum flow rate available as a calculation of the combined flow 
from both the cold and hot taps. 
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 Products will be rated as per the table below according to their maximum recorded 
flow rate recorded to 1 decimal place. 

 
Average flow rating 

 
Table 6: Flow rate pressures Taps 

 
12.5  Use of Flow Regulators 

 
 Where products are supplied with flow regulators ‘in the box’ then the product can be 

tested and listed as a low-pressure product with testing conducted at the appropriate 
declared maximum working pressure; or the product is tested and listed as if the flow 
regulators were fitted. 
 

 Where this is the case suitable instructions in the installation guide must be included to 
ensure that the configuration that is listed on the scheme is adequately described to 
enable the declared flow rate to be achieved. 

  
12.6  Pressure independency 

 
Requirement  

 
 The lowest flow rate shall not be less than 60 % of the maximum flow rate 
 

13. MISCELLANEOUS 

 
13.1  General 

 
This section has been set to allow emerging products and technologies to be 
introduced on a trial basis thus giving recognition of the type of product and for the 
ability to positively impact reduced waste of water. 
 

13.2 Supply Line Flow Regulators 

 
A flow regulating device fitted as recommended in the supplied manufacturer’s 
instructions, in either the outlet or inlet of the product or system, designed to produce a 

≤6.0 L/min 

≤8.0 L/min 
 

≤10.0 L/min 
 

≤13.0 L/min 
 

>13.0 L/min 
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maximum flow of water independent from the supply pressure and limits the stated 
flow rate to those claimed below at 3 - 0/+0.05 bar pressure.  
 
Flow regulators can either be stand-alone flow regulators or combined tapware 
components, such as flow regulated aerators or flow regulating check valves 
 
Listing on the Unified Water Label will require verification of the claimed flow rate on 
the following basis: 
 
Flow rate @ 3 - 0/+0.05 bar = Claimed maximum flow rate +0/-20%  
 
Examples 
6 litres per minute claimed flow rate = 6 +0 -1.2 (4.8 to 6) litres per minute 
8 litres per minute claimed flow rate = 8 +0 -1.6 (6.4 to 8) litres per minute 
10 litres per minute claimed flow rate = 10 +0 -2.0 (8.0 to 10) litres per minute 

 
13.3  Verification of listed product 

 
Claimed flow rate with +0/-20% tolerance to be tested @1.5 and 3.0 bar pressures. 
 
N.B. It is strongly recommended that when fitting a flow regulator to a terminal fitting or 
any part of a system that supplies water to a flow regulator, it must be compatible with 
such a system, any fitting within the system or any equipment. In other word the 
addition of the flow regulator does not affect the safety or performance of the 
equipment or fitting for the purpose for which it was originally intended. 

 
14. ENERGY 

 
14.1 General 

 
It is recognised that the amount of energy used to heat water can be a significant 
contributor to the cost of running a home. With this in mind, it can be useful to identify 
the amount of energy used in running a terminal fitting for the consumer as part of the 
general European water label information. 
 
Note: The “Best of All” approach has identified that for some countries the current 
methodology should be improved and therefore further discussions will be ongoing 
during the transition period. 

 
14.2 Calculation 

 
 To calculate, consistently, the energy used to heat water, average supply and delivery 

temperatures along with average use patterns have to be established. The basic 
calculation is based on first principle physics: - 

 

Energy [kWh] =Mass [kg] x spec.Heat-coefficient of water 
[kWh / (kg x K)] x Delta T [T] 

 
This basic calculation coupled with average use times can easily be used to calculate 
expected annual energy consumption. 
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14.3 Average use times to be used for the following products are: - 
 

i. Basin (& bidet) taps: - 1 minute per event, 5 events per person per day 
ii. Kitchen taps: -  1 minute per event, 5 events per person per day 
iii. Showers: -   7 minutes per event, 1 event per person per day 

 (handsets & mixer controls) 
iv. For basin (& bidet) taps and showers the average outlet temperature is always 

regarded as 38°C while for kitchen taps the average outlet temperature is regarded 
at 45°C. In all cases the average seasonally adjusted inlet temperature is regarded 
as 15°C. 

 
Core assumptions have been taken directly from the European Commission study into 
taps and showers task 3 report: users. For reference purposes this document can be 
found via the following link: - 
http://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/taps_and_showers/docs/Task3_2ndTWG_v2.4.pdf 
For Bath tubs, the same core calculation can be used to help users understand, in 
energy terms the cost of filling the bath tub for each bathing event. 
 
The energy icon can be added to the base of the European Water Label to depict to 
the consumer the expected annual energy cost of using the product. It is required that 
all basin taps, kitchen taps, showers (handsets and mixer controls) and bath tubs shall 
carry the energy icon. The energy icon shall in all cases be placed under the main 
water rating and to the far left of the space provided for all technical icons (for the 
applicable categories).  
 
 
An example of the energy icons can be seen below: 
 

Description  Icon Applicable 
to 

 
Energy* Calculation of 

energy use 

 
 

All taps and  
showers 

Energy Fittings that  
use an Energy  
Saving mode 

 
 

All taps and  
showers 

  
The energy Icon needle will be set according to the kWh/p.a. calculated from 10.2 and 
then set at an angle determined in the Unified Water Label Guidelines that provide 
Manufacturers with label design and use. 

 
 

http://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/taps_and_showers/docs/Task3_2ndTWG_v2.4.pdf
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15. TECHNICAL ICONS 

 
15.1 General 

 
To enhance the label and to highlight to consumers technical features present, 
manufacturers are able to add a maximum of three technical icons (in addition to the 
energy icon) to the label. 

a. Allowable 
b. Icons 

 
To be defined along with their qualifying criteria. 

Shower and Taps Icons  

Technology Description Associated Icon Applicable to  
Thermostatic Must meet EN 1111 &/or EN  

1287 

 

Showers/taps that  
meet EN 1111  
and/or EN 1287 

Bath/Shower Including Hand sets and  
Spray Handset 

 

Bath Shower Taps 

Boost 
(typically  
used with  
showering or  
vessel filling) 

Additional force  
required/movement to fully  
open flow control or press  
boost button.  Must be  
auto return to default flow  
rate when flow rate is  
turned off I.e. temporary  
flow; this must be a second  
deliberate and separate  
action to the normal flow  
control 

 
 

Showers/taps 

Water Break 
(typically, but 
not limited to 
single lever 
mixer taps) 

Additional force/action  
required – can be in the  
same plane as normal  
opening function.  Does  
not need to be auto return  
as this is assured by  
closing the flow; Force to  
overcome =6 Nm 
Products to be rated at the  
break flow rate 

 

Taps: 
- Single lever 
- Electronic controls 

-  
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Single Lever 
Mixer Taps 

Standard dual flow mixer taps 

 

Taps 
 

Timed Flow  Taps that have a variable or 
fixed concussive timed flow 

 

Showers/taps 

Shower 
Handset  

Shower Handset only  

 

Shower Handsets 

    

Sensor If proximity or motion sensing 
– auto off after removal of 
hands maximum 2 seconds.  
Where the sensor is 
artificially blocked the 
maximum run time is 1 
minutes.  If unit is powered 
off must auto off for water 
flow 

 

Showers/taps 

Cold Start Use of a specific cold start 
function can reduce the 
unintended use of hot water 
(that could be wasteful) 
Single lever products to have 
cold start in the central lever 
position 
Conveys 10% reduction in 
energy rating – ref Swiss 
system 

 

Taps: 
- Single lever 
- Electronic controls 
- Pillar taps 
- 3 handle 

Extendable 
Spout 

Kitchen taps that use an 
extendable Spout  

 

Kitchen Taps  
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Kitchen Tap Standard Kitchen Mixer Taps  

 

Kitchen Taps 

 
16. REPORTING AND MONITORING 

 
 Signatories shall submit to an Independent Inspector – appointed by the Scheme – on 

an annual basis relevant data.  This will enable the Independent Inspector to compile 
an annual report based on compliance with the Voluntary Agreement (the ‘Reports’) 
according to the guidelines in this Section and shall include: 

• Company name and Scheme registration number 

• Market data  

• Registration of products listed, type 

• Production of said product 

• Market share of registered products  

• Audit, test results undertaken by third party test house plus marketing material 

• Annual comparison to verify Scheme growth and market penetration 
 
 The ‘Report’ will commence with the collation of data during 2nd quarter 2019 to 

provide independent evidence to establish a baseline for a Voluntary Agreement.   
 A second report will be issued in the 4th quarter 2019 following a 6 month period from 

the issue of the first report to monitor scheme growth 
 During 2020 two further reports at 6 month intervals will be issued, with 2021 an 

annual report will be issued thereafter. 
 
 The Independent Inspector shall send a request to signatories to file their data reports 

with the consolidated ‘Progress Report’ issued within three months by the Independent 
Inspector.  The Scheme Steering Committee will receive the ‘Report’ containing 
consolidated data, no individual data will be made available to any third party.   

 The Independent Inspector shall be responsible for ensuring confidentiality of 
signatory’s identity and data and if requested to do so enter into non-disclosure 
agreement with each signatory. 

 
 The Steering Committee shall meet twice yearly to discuss progress and the findings 

of the annual report.  This committee will decide if an independent audit on the annual 
report is necessary to verify accuracy of data.  If requested the Steering Committee will 
appoint an independent auditor who will be required to maintain confidentiality of data 
and signatories.  If necessary, the auditor will enter into non-disclosure agreement with 
each signatory before having access to the data. 

 
 See annexes for copy of the Independent Inspector/auditor engagement letter. 
 
17.  STEERING COMMITTEE 

 
 Each signatory to the VA as well as the European Commission shall have the right to 

nominate one person to represent it at the Steering Committee. 
 The Steering Committee shall elect, from amongst its members a Chair.  The Chair 

shall be responsible for convening the Steering Committee at least twice a year, in 
order, to review progress, analyse and discuss reports presented by the Independent 
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Inspector.  The Chair shall have no executive or representative function unless this is 
delegated to them by the Steering Committee. Meetings of the Steering Committee will 
be open to: 

• A representative from a Signatory Company 

• A representative from the European Commission, Members States and Member 
States of EEA or EFTA 

• Invite guests from related NGO’s, related Organisations such as European trade 
bodies representing Merchants, Retailers, Water Utilities and other 
manufacturers  

 
 The Committee will always seek to reach a consensus agreement on topics.  If 

consensus cannot be achieved the Steering Committee may reach a decision in 
accordance with the voting procedure as outlined in section 16. 

 The Steering Committee may decide to develop and adopt additional rules of 
procedure and to delegate powers where it deems it to be necessary or delegate to 
sub-committees. 

 
 The Steering Committee will be responsible for ensuring full transparency and placing 

all minutes and supporting papers/presentations are available from the website 
 

18. VOTING RULES 

 
 All decisions of the Steering Committee are undertaken by consensus.  On the 

occasion where this is not possible a call for a vote on specific topic may be taken by 
the Steering Committee or by a Quorum. Each signatory shall be entitled to cast a 
single vote. If the vote indicates a favourable outcome (two thirds majority or greater in 
favour) but a consensus is nonetheless not achieved, a call to defer decision to the 
next Steering Committee can be made.  At the second meeting, the adoption of a 
decision shall require (1) a Quorum, or, (2) the agreement of a two-thirds majority of 
the Quorum. 

 
 

19. PARTIES AND APPLICATION 
 
 This Scheme is the culmination of bringing 4 existing labelling schemes together under 

the ‘Best of All’ approach in partnership with the European Water Label, Swiss Energy, 
Swedish Energy and Anqip labels to form the Unified Water Label. 

 
 It is now addressed to all manufacturers of water ‘using’ products supplying their 

products on the EU, EFTA, EEA and bordering country markets. 
 

20. APPLICATION 

 
 Any manufacturer or Stakeholder selling suitable products on the EU, EFTA, EEA and 

bordering countries markets can eligible to apply to the Scheme if the product 
complies with the technical criteria.  All applications to be submitted to the Scheme 
Administrator using the application form and must be accompanied with a completed 
and sign copy of the declaration of conformity. 

 
 Any changes to the technological characteristics of the product for which application is 

sought, and which may have an influence on the performance of the product and 
potentially change the classification of the product, should be notified via completion of 
the appropriate product modification form to the Scheme Administrator. 
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 Copies of certificates of compliance/test reports from third parties can be provided in 
support of declaration of compliance. 

 Products shall remain listed as long as the product remains available in the said 
markets. 

 The company registration to the Scheme will be invoiced in accordance with the 
applicable conditions and fees and are due annually. Applications received during the 
1st year will be charged pro rata and full rates applied thereafter. 

 The Unified Water Label scheme will inform the applicant if the application has been 
successful and provide all the necessary information and guidance on the use of the 
label, or if the application has been rejected and the reasons for this decision. 

 
21. TERMINATION 

 
 The Scheme Administrator has the right to cancel or suspend the registration of a 

product carrying the Unified Water Label. This may be justified e.g. if the criteria of the 
Scheme are not met, if the information provided is incorrect or not submitted, 
misleading of information or if no notification of relevant product modification has been 
provided in due time. The Scheme Director or Independent Inspector will give notice 
and reasons in writing. 

 
 A signatory can terminate his registration to the Scheme at any time by submission by 

registered mail of a letter of termination to the Scheme Director. 
 
 There will be no refund of the fees already paid to the Scheme and all outstanding 

invoices must be settled prior to termination taking effect. 
 
22. REPAIR 

 
 The European Bathroom Industry disseminates information to the end user via a 

multitude of platforms on how to carry out regular maintenance and repair on products, 
thus ensuring a continued performance from the product. 

 
 Manufacturers offer a variety of guarantees, some lifetime and as such carry stocks of 

these products to meet the criteria of a lifetime guarantee. 
 
 Manufacturers regularly carry spares for products over a 5-15 year period dependent 

on the product type.  In addition, the supply chain and installation base carry stocks of 
components such as washers, flow regulators, cartridges that are replaced more 
frequently. 

 
23. RECYCLE 

 
 Metal is an expensive commodity and as such taps and showers have a collective 

value.  The builder or installer will collect old used product until they have enough bulk 
to sell to a waste collector for scrap metal, which is then mechanically separated, 
melted to be used again for manufacturing purposes. Recycling used taps and 
showers are sent for recycle due to their monetary value. 

 
24. AUDITING 

 
 The Scheme auditing is coordinated by the Scheme Administrator in conjunction with 

the Independent Inspector. Audits are performed regularly by approved test houses 
who have previously registered to the Scheme on products randomly electronically 
selected. The cost and arrangement of testing is the responsibility of the listing 
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company.  For full details of undertaking audit and applicable third party test houses45 
please visit the website:  www.europeanwaterlabel.eu 

  
 Compliance with the audit is mandatory and forms part of the annual report produced 

by the Independent Inspector. 
 
 The Scheme Administrator in conjunction with the Independent Inspector will arrange 

for 5% of the products (and accompanying literature, point of sale material and 
advertisements in relationship to the listed products) on the Scheme database to 
undergo an audit for compliance with the Scheme’s requirements on an annual basis. 
The 5% will be selected, across the qualifying product ranges. Various options exist to 
qualify for audit. See www.europeanwaterlabel.eu for further details on these options46 

  
 It is expected that the manufacturer will retain internal documentation to verify any 

claims made in verification of products.  Internal documentation may also be subject to 
audit as part of the normal requirements of ratification of manufacturers claims see 
http://www.europeanwaterlabel.eu/testhouses.asp. 

 
25. NON-COMPLIANCE, SANCTIONS AND PENALTIES 

 
 Only products that have been granted acceptance to the Scheme and that conform to 

all its requirements may be listed in the Scheme database and may carry the Unified 
Water Label. 

 
 Any inappropriate use of the Unified Water Label either on the product, packaging or 

supporting marketing/technical material will result in the signatory being warned to 
conform to the use requirements or being withdrawn from the Scheme, and the use of 
the label from all marketing/ technical material should be withdrawn with immediate 
effect. 

 This Scheme is a voluntary Scheme developed to raise awareness on the water and 
associated energy performance of water using bathroom products, and to promote 
best practice for water efficiency within the bathroom and kitchen environment. In the 
event of a dispute between parties, the practice of ‘good faith’ for resolving the dispute 
under the Scheme will be used. In the event that a dispute cannot be resolved 
between the parties, formal notification of the dispute must be lodged with the 
Independent Inspector who will undertake to resolve the dispute as quickly as 
possible. 

 
 In case of evidence of non-compliance, the Governance Committee will review the 

evidence and make recommendations. 
 
 If a signatory fails to meet the requirements of the Scheme and the Unified Water 

Label, the Governance Committee will address a warning. The signatory will have to 
take all necessary measures to redress the situation within 3 months. 

 
 If the signatory takes the necessary measures, but these measures are insufficient to 

comply with the requirements, the Governance Committee may decide to extend the 
deadline for compliance. 

 
 If the signatory fails to take the necessary measures within the set deadline and no 

extension is given, he will be deemed not to comply with this Scheme and will be 
deleted from the list of signatories. In this case, the Scheme and label administrator 

                                                           
45 www.europeanwaterlabel.eu 
46 www.europeanwaterlabel.eu/audit 

http://www.europeanwaterlabel.eu/
http://www.europeanwaterlabel.eu/
http://www.europeanwaterlabel.eu/testhouses.asp
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will publicly state that the signatory no longer participates in the Scheme. No refund of 
fees paid or due can be claimed either in part or in full. 

 
 If a non-signatory or a former signatory uses the Unified Water Label in a way which 

does not comply with this Scheme, the Governance Committee will take any 
reasonable step, including legal measures if available, to prevent any prejudice to this 
Scheme, label and its signatories. 

 
26. REVISION 

 
 This Scheme and label is based on the current state of the art. The signatories via the 

Steering Committee platform in agreement with the European Commission agree to 
review its objectives should the technology, economic and societal situation require so. 
In the event of a review, the signatories commit themselves not to lower the 
requirements of the current Unified Water Label. Any changes and updating of this 
Scheme will be handled by correspondence or where necessary a formal meeting.  A 
transition for implementation of any changes will be agreed at the time. 

 
27. DURATION 

 
 Scheme registrations are for a rolling 12 month period, running from January to 

December. Registrations undertaken during the first year will be charged on a pro rata 
basis.  To cease registrations a formal resignation letter is required. 

 
28. MARKETING 

 
 European and National Associations will ensure that the present Scheme is accessible 

on the internet and promoted. All National Associations are encouraged to promote the 
Unified Water Label at National level. All signatories to refer to the Scheme on their 
websites, brochures, registered products documentations etc. 

 
29. COPYRIGHT 

 
 The Unified Water Label owns the full copyright. 
 

30. DISCLAIMER 

 
 The Unified Water Label is a voluntary not for profit scheme aimed at raising 

awareness and informing on the water and associated energy consumption and 
performance of water using bathroom products in Europe. The Scheme and label 
administrator cannot be held liable for any misuse or counterfeit use of the label under 
the Scheme. This Scheme does not endorse the quality of the products labelled or the 
quality control of the manufacturing process. 

 
31. THE ADVANTAGES OF A SELF REGULATORY MEASURE 

 
The European Bathroom Industry takes its social responsibility seriously, embracing 
the full ethos throughout its manufacturing, product design and corporate and social 
marketing activities. 

 
The Unified Water Label (UWL) acknowledges the history and experience of 4 existing 
European Schemes as its foundation.  The 4 National and European schemes 
incorporate National and European legislation, harmonised Standards as core criteria 
ensuring UWL Labelled products are compliant in the EU markets. 
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The diversity of channels to market, complexity of choice adds a further challenge to 
ensuring that the consumer purchase, installation and compatibility offer no more than 
the stated water and energy levels as depicted on the Label. The complexity of the 
route to market and choice could compromise this position. Water using bathroom 
products are a component part of a complete system and should be viewed 
accordingly, to maintain performance, consumer confidence and not dilute brand 
status. Components, fixtures and water pressures plus flow all play important roles in 
ensuring that the product delivers the performance the consumer expects. 

 
The Unified Water Label offers a credible labelling scheme that is an educational tool 
to aid in a greater informed selection process, that will influence the drive to reduce 
water and energy consumption.  Consumers are becoming more environmentally 
aware and seek out this information when purchasing products.  The Unified Water 
Label embraces all water using bathroom products, enabling identification of water and 
energy metrics for the complete bathroom – a unique aspect of the Unified Water 
Label scheme. 
 
This report highlights the growth within the European Water Label for taps and 
showers and supports the Industry VA proposal together with the 3 year transition road 
map. 

 
The 4 existing labelling schemes, with more than 10 years development have all 
influenced and improved choice of efficient products entering the market, that delivers 
a good performance, that uses less water and energy.  The Unified Water Label is on 
a journey to merge the databases of the 4 schemes into one and align the technical 
criteria that manufacturers now must meet.  This transition will take 2 years and is 
expected to be completed by January 2021. 
 
 

  
31.1  Categories Included in the Unified Water Label 
 

Showers (including solutions, outlet, heads, handheld, electric), WC’s (including a 
complete suite, independent bowls, flushing cisterns and mechanisms), Urinals 
(including bowls, independent flushing cisterns, controllers and flush free), baths, flow 
regulators and grey water recycling units.  The proposal for a VA concentrates on taps 
and showers, excluding electric showers as does this paper. 
 
The UWL does not included bath filling taps (only the shower aspect is included) due 
to vessel filling aspects.  Shut off valves or behind the wall valves are also excluded as 
they ensure no pressure loss and avoid a negative impact on consumer comfort. 

 
31.2 Growth of the Unified Water Label 
 

Data taken from the Unified Water Label (previously the European Water Label and 
without the merger of the Swedish, Swiss and Anqip databases, as this information is 
not available due to the timeframe of merger of all databases and duplication on some 
products will arise) shows the growth of product registrations since 2008 – see Chart 
A.  In 2008 the Scheme was supported by 18 manufacturers with a database of 800 
products, this swelled over the years and in 2019, 154 brands support a database of 
11,864 ‘live’ products across the 13 categories that are registered. 
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The Scheme is annually cleansed to ensure only available products found in the 
marketplace, are shown on the database however, information on products removed is 
retained for historical purpose. 

 
 Chart A 
 
 

  Product Registrations Company Registrations 

2008 800 18 

2009 1069 22 

2010 1288 23 

2011 1904 29 

2012 2343 39 

2013 3600 50 

2014 7350 73 

2015 8300 89 

2016 9750 120 

2017 10900 132 

2018 11000 143 

2019 11864 154 

   
Cleaning of scheme annually to ensure its fresh and only contains 

products available in the market are visible on the 
database 

 
 
 
 
 

 The Unified Water Label database consists of products registered across 13 
categories, as consumers seek efficiency information for all water using bathroom 
products, not just taps or showers. The current database figures exclude those from 
the Swedish Energy, Swiss Energy and Anqip due to the ongoing merger.  Collectively 
a further 30 manufacturing brands from these schemes will join the UWL bringing 
registrations closer to 180 in the first instance and swelling the database of available 
products excess of 12,000. 

  
31.3 Taps 
 

The database for taps currently has 5,541 individual tap registrations (including 
kitchen, basin and bidet taps) across the EU of which 9 brands registering 349 are UK 
registrations only as many brands sell across many European countries.   

 
Chart B shows the continued growth of registered taps.   
 
The Unified Water Label has an electric shower category and although they are also 
caught by an energy label 705 registrations exist for Eire and UK. 

 
  
  Chart B 
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Charts B and C highlights that manufacturers continue to register products across all 
5 grades of the label with growth of up to 34% in the most efficient grades.  
Manufacturers are committed to registering all products across the 5 grades, thus 
ensuring the customer has the correct information to make an informed choice. 

 
 
 
Chart C  

 
 
 

   
Chart D depicts the split across the 5 gradients for kitchen taps only. 
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Chart D 
 

 
 

Kitchen taps collectively represent 757 registrations across the 5 grades.  This sector has seen 
growth of 23% on registrations from 2018 figures. 

  

31.4 Showers 
 

 The two main categories of water use within the domestic environment are WC 
flushing and showering. On average 25% of water is associated with showering and 
22% for WC flushing47 according to an Energy Saving Trust (UK) report on water use 
in the home. 

  
Chart E Showers 

Shower  2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

<6 275 275 489 668 832 

6-8 265 256 292 228 641 

8-10 264 245 248 258 279 

10-13 220 204 218 217 265 

>13 814 688 778 801 675 

Total 1838 1668 2025 2172 2692 
 

The UWL has seen growth in registrations for showering products as depicted by 
Chart E as the Unified Water Label moves to be recognised as the preferred scheme 
for manufacturers. Across the 5 grades a growth of 24% from 2018 to 2019 
registrations.  
 
Chart F shows the growth of showers in the various categories and the movement in 
the market from higher flow to more efficient models which embrace innovative 
technologically advancements and consumers become more aware of the 
environmental impact. 
 

 
 
 
 

                                                           
47 https://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/sites/default/files/reports/AtHomewithWater%287%29.pdf 
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Chart F 

 
 
31.5 Market Penetration 
 

In the last three years the Unified Water Label has seen a 20% growth in company 
registrations and a growth of 26% in product registrations.  Manufacturers are now fully 
supportive of the Unified Water Label, following the extensive discussions that have 
been undertaken with merging 4 existing schemes and as the consolidation of the 
databases takes place over the next two years this will increase at a greater 
percentage. 
 
The registered brands collectively have a market share of over 62% of taps and 
shower units sold in the European market, this is set to increase to 68% over the next 
two years as the 4 schemes merge registrations into one central database but does 
not account for any organic growth from further support.  The representation of 80% of 
units sold across EU 27 is expected to reach this target within 3 years from complete 
merger and organic growth. 

 
31.6 Commitment 

 
Following the EBF Meeting held February and July 2019 members voted to support 
the full commitment of a VA criteria, with commitment letters now being received, (see 
Annexe) product registrations increasing, and the Independent Inspector, RSM Global, 
commences the process to identify market share.  A copy of the data collation form is 
also appended to this document. 

 
31.7 Justifying market share 

 
 Industry is fully aware that a VA awarded carries with it a series of criteria, one of 

which is representing 80% of units sold in the EU.  The Unified Water Label has 
contracted RSM Global to undertake market research that verifies actual 
representation of the Unified Water Label in its current form, this will provide the base 
to work from and further research of data will be undertaken at the end of 2019 to 
verify progress.  2020 will see this verification research undertaken twice during the 
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year and thereafter annually.  A copy of the verification data sheet is attached under 
Annexes. 

 
31.8 Environmental Savings 
 

 
Using a variety of published, desk research and Industry expertise the Unified Water 
Label has identified potential savings in water and energy within the domestic market 
for water using bathroom products. 
 
Within the Unified Water Label proposal 4 scenarios are identified and align with the 
Scheme roadmap on growth towards achieving the 80% representation of the market.  
Chart 24 – 26 within Chapter 3: Environmental Modelling shows the decline in water 
and energy use in relation to the various scenarios. 

 

31.9 Market  
 

Consumer  
There are currently over 500 million people living in the EU and following the UK 
departure this will fall by 67 million. The population live in over 283 million properties 

with 54% of the population living in 4 major countries; Germany, France, Italy and the 
UK. 13% of dwellings are classified as vacant or second homes and over 9%, mainly 
in the Central European Countries are classified as dwellings with no running potable 
water. 
 
Consumer habit plays an important part in water use, and this varies across the EU; 
number of showers and baths taken, how consumers clean dishes, vegetables, 
frequency and growth in water play apparatus such as pools, toys etc. 

 
Product alone cannot achieve water saving, consumers play an important role in 
ensuring that products are installed and used correctly.  A water efficient tap is no 
longer efficient if it is left running – consumer intervention is crucial and changing 
behaviour is critical if water and energy consumption is to be reduced without 
compromising health and safety. 

 
Water using bathroom products can help to achieve greater savings in water and 
energy, however, great care and attention must be given to health and safety of 
consumer.  Stagnant pipes, where water flow is severely reduced allows air borne 
pathogens to thrive  

 
Household 
The EU Nations collectively have 283 million domestic dwellings of a diverse makeup 
from ownership, rental, detached, semi and apartments all providing an eclectic mix of 
product each delivering a different performance of acceptable levels. 

 
Water use is also dramatically different across EU28 from using water sparsely to no 
water shortage.  Each country also has a different environmental driver as in the 
Scandinavian Countries they see energy as the most important fact, while the 
Mediterranean Counties see water as the primary metric, illustrating the complexity 
that exists. 
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32. WHY A VOLUNTARY AGREEMENT 
 

 The Unified Water Label initiative ‘Best of All’, brings together 4 existing Schemes that 
collectively represent 68% of units sold in EU28.  Verification of exact market share is 
required by the Independent Inspector.  Interest is growing with registrations being 
received on a weekly basis from companies selling across the European market.  
Having this traction in the marketplace supported by visibility of the label within 
websites, product literature and other marketing material, the Unified Water Label is 
expected to reach the 80% of units sold within 3 years, as identified by the Unified 
Water Label 3 Year Transition Road Map. 

 
 A voluntary initiative will move quicker to reflect changes in product design, consumer 

acceptability and embracing harmonised legislation change.  A voluntary initiative 
enables flexibility that addresses how products are sold in the marketplace, maintain 
choice at the same time as influence movement to greater efficient product that 
delivers no less performance.  This is already evident in the Unified Water Label 
growth. 

  
 The voluntary initiative complements other existing legislation and is already on a 

journey that if the European Commission decides a mandatory label is preferred then 
discussions commence from a standing start and will have to build from there.  A 
mandatory will increase costs for National Governments at a time that austerity 
measures are still in existence, these could be considerable, whereas a voluntary 
initiative run by Industry guided by strict VA criteria will be cost neutral. 

 
 

This proposal has been prepared by the European Bathroom Forum in partnership 
with Anqip, Swedish Energy and Swiss Energy, European and National trade bodies 
representing the tap and valve manufacturers. 
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ANNEXES 
  
ANNEXE 1:  
The following hyper-links have been used throughout this proposal as base data or 
referenced. 

 
 

• Article 15(1) of the Ecodesign Directive. 
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0125&from=EN  
 

• Article 15(2) (a) to (c) of the Ecodesign Directive.   
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0125&from=EN 
 

• Article 15(3) of the Ecodesign Directive.  
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0125&from=EN  
 

• Article 17 of the Ecodesign Directive.  
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0125&from=EN  
 

• BRG Building Solutions 2016 BRG Building Solutions. 2016. Taps and 
Mixers/Faucets. This report is a paid for report 

 

• COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONN (EU) 2016/2125 of 30.11.2016 on guidelines 
for self-regulation measures concluded by industry under Directive 2009/125/EC of 
the European Parliament and of the Council:  
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32016H2125&from=EN 
 

• Communication from the Commission on Ecodesign Working Plan 2016-2019,  
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/documents/com_2016_773.en_.pdf  

 

• Communication from the Commission on Ecodesign Working Plan 2016-2019 
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/documents/com_2016_773.en_.pdf  

 

• DIRECTIVE 2009/125/EC OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE 
COUNCIL establishing a framework for the setting of Ecodesign requirements for 
energy-related products (recast):  
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0125&from=EN 
 

• Ecotapware Task 2: Economic and market analysis Task 3: User behaviour 
http://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ecotapware/docs/Task_2_&_3_Draft_Report.p
df  

 

• Euroconstruct  
https://www.euroconstruct.org/ec/reports 

 

• Unified Water Label  
http://www.europeanwaterlabel.eu/  

 

• Eurostat  
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/data/database 

 
 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0125&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0125&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0125&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0125&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32016H2125&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32016H2125&from=EN
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/documents/com_2016_773.en_.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/documents/com_2016_773.en_.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0125&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0125&from=EN
http://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ecotapware/docs/Task_2_&_3_Draft_Report.pdf
http://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ecotapware/docs/Task_2_&_3_Draft_Report.pdf
https://www.euroconstruct.org/ec/reports
http://www.europeanwaterlabel.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/data/database
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• Follow-up of the MEErP Preparatory Study on Taps and Showers 2018 
http://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/taps_and_showers/docs/Follow_up_Taps_Sho
wers_v1.8_clean.pdf 
 

• http://www.energimyndigheten.se/en/sustainability/households/other-energy-
consumption-in your-home/water-and-water-heater/energy-efficient-taps-and-shower-
heads/ 

 

• http://www.europeanwaterlabel.eu/registeredcompanies.asp 
 

• https://anqip.pt/index.php/en/technical-committees/90-comissao-tecnica-0802  
 

• https://www.bfe.admin.ch/bfe/de/home/effizienz/die-energieetikette.html  
 

• https://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/sites/default/files/reports/AtHomewithW
ater%287%29.pdf 

 

• MEErP Preparatory Study on Taps and Showers 2014 
http://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/bitstream/JRC92487/meerp_stu
dy_ts_final_draft_v2_codes.pdf 
 

• Annex of the COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION (EU) 2016/2125 on guidelines for 
self-regulation measures concluded by industry. https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32016H2125&from=EN  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/taps_and_showers/docs/Follow_up_Taps_Showers_v1.8_clean.pdf
http://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/taps_and_showers/docs/Follow_up_Taps_Showers_v1.8_clean.pdf
http://www.energimyndigheten.se/en/sustainability/households/other-energy-consumption-in%20your-home/water-and-water-heater/energy-efficient-taps-and-shower-heads/
http://www.energimyndigheten.se/en/sustainability/households/other-energy-consumption-in%20your-home/water-and-water-heater/energy-efficient-taps-and-shower-heads/
http://www.energimyndigheten.se/en/sustainability/households/other-energy-consumption-in%20your-home/water-and-water-heater/energy-efficient-taps-and-shower-heads/
http://www.europeanwaterlabel.eu/registeredcompanies.asp
https://anqip.pt/index.php/en/technical-committees/90-comissao-tecnica-0802
https://www.bfe.admin.ch/bfe/de/home/effizienz/die-energieetikette.html
https://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/sites/default/files/reports/AtHomewithWater%287%29.pdf
https://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/sites/default/files/reports/AtHomewithWater%287%29.pdf
http://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/bitstream/JRC92487/meerp_study_ts_final_draft_v2_codes.pdf
http://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/bitstream/JRC92487/meerp_study_ts_final_draft_v2_codes.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32016H2125&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32016H2125&from=EN
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ANNEXE 2: 
Engagement Letter: 
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ANNEXE 3: 
 
January 2019 
 
PROPOSED COMMITMENT LETTER – MANUFACTURERS 
 
 
Letter of Commitment in support of the Unified Water Label Voluntary Agreement 
 
Insert Company Name: fully supports the European Bathroom Industry goal, for the European 

Commission to award a Voluntary Agreement to the taps and shower valve Industry.  Insert 
Company Name:  supports a voluntary agreement and offer their full commitment to ensure 
consumers understand the water use for all water using bathroom products. 

 
Insert Company Name has played a significant role in aiding the European Bathroom Industry on the 

unification journey in bringing 4 of the existing labelling schemes, having a presence in the 
European market, together under the ‘Best of All’ approach.  Significant consideration and 
activity and have been undertaken within the technical and marketing Working Groups to 
ensure harmonisation has been achieved, embracing National nuances with a positive result 
of the launch of the Unified Water Label for all water using bathroom products. 

 
The letter from Hugo-Maria Schally, Head of Unit, DG Environment, at the end of 2018, outlining the 

departments conclusions following Stakeholder meetings and the review of the preparatory 
study for taps and showers, that they will support the start of negotiations on a voluntary 
agreement with Industry has been well received.   

 
Insert Company Name welcomes and fully supports the view of DG Environment to reduce water 

waste and provide a credible platform for consumers to identify efficient products.  
 
Insert Company Name:  fully commits to registering all relevant product that falls within the scope of 

the Voluntary Agreement and supports the commitment that the Unified Water Label will 
represent 80% of units sold within the EU. 

 
Insert Company Name:  fully commits to the Voluntary Agreement and will provide all relevant and 

necessary information to justify the 80% target via an Independent Inspector.  Insert 
Company Name: will provide an authorised representative to attend Unified Water Label 
meetings. 

 
 
 
 
 
Signature for Company by an authorised person 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


